days before his admission into hospital he was wounded by the accidental discharge of a shikari's' matchlock ; that upon receipt of the injury he fell down in a state of insensibility, and, on recovering his senses, was told that the matchlock was loaded with shot, and not with ball. He thinks he was distant some three or four baus from the weapon when it went off, but his statements are rather vague on this point. When Amputation was imperative, for the .injury was severe, and had produced most dangerous lesions ; contusion and laceration of integument, muscle and nerve, to complete disorganization, with shattering of bone.
Inflammation had set in throughout the whole extent of the wound, and suppuration was established with sloughing of the soft parts. Under these circumstances, it was certain that any measure short of amputation would be inevitably followed by the supervention of gangrene. At the time of operation, on the fifth day after the receipt of injury, he appeared to have recovered entirely from the effect of shock, and thus far bid fair as to the result A careful examination of the parts was made by myself and the Sub-Assistant Surgeon, both before and after removal, and as there was one aperture only, I expected to find that a ball was lodged in some portion of bone or muscle. But this was not the case. By the most diligent search, neither shot nor slug could be found buried in the sub-cutaneous tissue or muscle. It is most probable, therefore, that the matchlock was loaded with ball, which dropped out at the same point at which it entered, recoiling or being deflected from its course by coming in contact with the bones it shattered.
O.ses of gun-shot injury are not common in this district. Since I ha/e been here, a period of three years, I have met with one other case only, which came under my notice last year, and was caused by the bursting of a gun. A portion of the barrel, which I extracted, was deeply embedded in the substance of the biceps muscle of the left arm, where it had remained for the space of three months to the great distress of the wounded man.
Gya, 18th April, 1868.
